58                      PBEPARATIONS FOE ATTACK             [MT. 32
On the forenoon of the 17th February, the second day of our fire, I had taken the regiment out to exercise in order to accustom them to move through the brushwood without too much disorder, when; in the field, I received a letter from the General to say that he meant to attack the enern/s work that night at nine. He therefore desired me to leave my camp at 4 P.M., and halt in the neighbourhood of the Royal's encampment in the rear of our batteries. I of course immediately returned with the regiment to camp, and, having given the necessary orders and set the regiment in movement at the time ordered, I went myself by a shorter road to headquarters. The General, from one of the batteries, again explained to me the ground. With the Royals and the Sist I was to move from our principal battery and to attack the redoubt in front. The soth and 25th were to move from the other battery, and, keeping along the sea for some distance, turn to the right and attack the redoubt in flank near the flagstaff. A body of Corsicans were to attack the other side, or rather remain upon the other side between the redoubt and the tower of Farinole, and, if we succeeded, were to cut off the retreat of the enemy.
"Upon leaving the General I found the regiment under Major Pringle at the place directed. Major Kochler walked with me, and from a drawing he had taken gave me a perfect idea of the work I was to attack. The interval was employed in explaining to the officers the nature of the attack, making the dispositions, and warning the men not to fire, but to trust to their bayonets. The attack was to bo made in column of companies. The Grenadiers and light company of the Royals, being weak, formed one and the leading division, the 5 i st Grenadiers the second, the 51 st light company the third, then the battalion of Royals in five divisions, then three companies of the 5 ist. I ordered the remaining five companies of the 5 ist, under Major Pringle, to move at an interval of fifty yards in the rear of the others, to form behind the different traverses as they got in, and to be ready to support or cover the retreat of those who made theommanded within a few
